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SUB J : MBFR: BILATERAL DISCUSSION WITH SOVIET DEP REP 


REF: MBFR VIENNA 419 


1 . IN SHORT DISCUSSION ON THE MARGIN OF THE JULY 13 
PLENARY, US DEP REP ASKED SOVIET DEP REP SHUSTOV TO EXPLAIN 
FURTHER WHAT SHUSTOV HAD HAD IN MIND IN MENTIONING ON A PER 
SONAL AND THEORETICAL BASIS IN DISCUSSION JULY 7 THAT ONE COULD 
CONCEIVE OF SITUATIONS WHERE THERE WOULD BE A NARROWER DEFINI- 
TION OF FORCES TO BE REDUCED AND THAT PERSONNEL SUCH AS THOSE 
OF DEFENSE MINISTRIES MIGHT BE OMITTED. 


2. SHUSTOV DISCLAIMED THAT HIS IDEA HAD BEEN SO SPECIFIC 
AS TO DEFINE A NARROWER GROUP FOR REDUCTIONS THOUGH PERHAPS HIS 
LANGUAGE HAD BEEN IMPRECISE. INSTEAD, HE SAID, HE HAD HAD IN 
MIND IN THE CONTEXT OF THE DATA DISCUSSION THE POSSIBLE 
USEFULNESS OF FOCUSSING FIRST ON THOSE FORCES FOR WHICH 
MILITARY OFFICERS ON BOTH SIDES HAD ALWAYS HAD MORE INTEREST. 
NOW THAT THE TWO SIDES HAD REACHED ROUGH AGREEMENT ON A 
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FRAMEWORK FOR AN AGREEMENT, IT WOULD BE A PITY IF FURTHER 
PROGRESS COULD NOT BE MADE IN THE VIENNA TALKS. THE DATA ISSUE 
WAS CENTRAL FOR PROGRESS IN THE NEGOTIATIONS. IN THESE 
CIRCUMSTANCES, ONE SHOULD PERHAPS TRY TO MOVE TOWARDS AGREEMENT 
ON THE DATA, AND TO TRY TO DEAL WITH THE DISCREPANCY BY THE 
STEP-BY-STEP METHOD, AND ONE MIGHT FOR THIS PURPOSE FOCUS MORE 
ON FRONT LINE FORCES. THIS HAD BEEN THE BACKGROUND OF HIS 
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PERSONAL IDEA AS PUT FORWARD ON JULY 7. 

3. COMMENT: SHUSTOV'S ADDITIONAL REMARKS DO NOT 
PROVIDE FURTHER DETAILS OF WHAT HE REALLY HAS IN MIND. THEY 
CONFIRM THAT HE IS THINKING OF TRYING TO REACH DATA AGREEMENT 
FIRST ON A CERTAIN INCOMPLETE SEGMENT OF THE FORCES. WHAT IS 
UNCLEAR IS WHETHER HE WOULD THEN PROPOSE TO GO FURTHER TO TRY 
TO REACH DATA AGREEMENT ON THE REMAINING FORCES OR WOULD STOP 
THERE AND TRY TO LIMIT REDUCTIONS TO THIS NARROWER GROUP. 

CONTAINING A LESSER OVERALL DISPARITY. PRESUMABLY, HE WILL 
SAY MORE WHEN HE IS READY. WE DO NOT INTEND TO RAISE THE 
MATTER WITH HIM AGAIN IN THIS ROUND. DEAN 

NOTE BY OC/T: NOT PASSED SECDEF. 
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